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to aid the Scots secretly by all the ways and means possible
during the coming summer, thus weakening the French while
conserving England's strength. In the following summer the
Scots and they together could drive the French out of the
country for ever. Scotland could not be conquered in a year,
and there was no knowing what might not happen in the mean-
while. Mary Queen of Scots, being a very sick woman, might
die, the House of Guise might lose control of France,, or Elisa-
beth might make a marriage that would go far to solve the
whole problem. Bacon was not alone in his views; and Gran-
velle and Feria in the Netherlands, speaking to the English am-
bassador, were even more insistent on the folly of Elizabeth
, pitting herself against France. To them and to others it seemed
as though she was rushing to certain and utter disaster.

Cecil thought otherwise. His friend, Throckmorton, a master
of intrigue and something of a fire-eater, was over from his
embassy in France. He had come, it was said, to visit a sick wife
- who was perfectly well; in all probability it was to tell Eliza-
beth of a conspiracy against the Guise party in France, in which
he himself had had a hand. He was all for action. Now was the
time to strike. His presence strengthened Cecil's case. In the end,
Bacon and four others were talked round, and the Council, with
one dissentient, gave advice to the Queen contemplating inter-
vention, with its probable consequence of open war. The advice
was given on 24 December. Four days later it was turned down.

Being accountable to no one, Elizabeth did not, like her
councillors, have to explain herself on paper, and therefore the
reasons for her decisions are as a rule matters of inference.
Apart from temperamental differences between herself and
Cecil - and differences there were - her position inevitably made
her more hesitant. She was in the position of a judgewhosebusi-
ness was to listen to both sides of an argument, whereas Cecil,
though he might, and usually did, draw up the pros and cons
of a situation, played the part of an advocate. Further, it washer
word that was final. She made decisions, her councillors merely
gave advice; and however keen the sense of responsibility
in a man like Cecil, there was a subtle psychological difference